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PROJECTS FOR ASSISTANCE IN THE TRANSITION FROM HOMELESSNESS 

(PATH) 
BACKGROUND 
The Projects for Assistance in the Transition from Homelessness (PATH) is a federal formula grant 
program, created in 1991 under the McKinney Act, and administered by the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). PATH funds services to individuals with serious 
mental illness, as well as individuals with co-occurring substance abuse disorders, who are 
homeless. Under the PATH grant program, SAMHSA provides a flexible stream of funding that 
encourages community commitment to serving individuals who are homeless and living with 
serious mental illness and helps fill critical gaps in services. PATH, by nature of the selective focus, 
draws attention to the most vulnerable of the homeless population and allows for implementation of 
programming to meet their needs.  
 
Eligible PATH activities include: 
Agencies use PATH dollars to support a wide array of eligible services. People who are homeless 
and have serious mental illness can be very difficult to engage. Many among this population also 
have substance use/abuse problems. PATH funds are specifically targeted to help bring these 
individuals into the services they need. Grantees may use PATH funds to provide any or all of a 
number of essential services including outreach, screening and diagnosis, community mental 
health, case management, alcohol and drug treatment, habilitation and rehabilitation, supportive 
and supervisory services in residential settings, and referral to other services such as health care. 
A limited amount of funding may also be used for housing assistance - minor renovation, repairs, 
or one time rent payment to prevent eviction   
 
FUNDING 
Approximately $750,000 in PATH funds (including state match funds) is available each fiscal year. 
The PATH legislation requires that the funds be used in areas that have the largest population of 
individuals who are homeless and have serious mental illness. The agencies that currently receive 
PATH funds include: 

• Healthcare for the Homeless – Milwaukee County  
• Tellurian UCAN, Inc. – Dane County  
• Rock County Human Services – Rock County  
• Fox Valley Emergency Shelter – Outagamie County  
• Hebron House of Hospitality – Waukesha County  
• The balance of the funds is used for state operating expenses and technical assistance. 

 
For program information contact: 

Judy Wilcox 
Division of Housing and Community Development 

P.O. Box 7970 
Madison, WI  53707-7970 

Phone: 608-261-2510 
 Fax: 608-266-5381  

TTY: 608-264-8777 
E-mail: Judy.Wilcox@Wisconsin.gov  
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